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pigments and other more delicate articles of commerce were offered by Mm as marks of respect to citizens of rank. Thus the Church came to be regarded as a source of supply for the whole community.
" To three thousand handmaids of God (whom the Greeks call monastriae) he gave fifteen pounds of gold for bed-furniture, and bestowed upon them for their daily provision eighty pounds annually. Of whom, writing to the royal lady Theoctista, he says: ' Their life is so noble, so given to tears and abstinence, that I believe that, but for them, not one of us could have subsisted for so many years in Eome amid the swords of the Lombards/ x
" Moreover, every day he sent out, by couriers appointed to the office, cooked provisions to the sick and infirm throughout the streets and lanes of all the city districts. To those of higher rank, who were ashamed to beg, he would send a dish from his own table, to be delivered at their doors as a present from St. Peter. And this he did before he himself sat down to dine. Thus not one of the faithful in Eome was without experience of the kindness of this Bishop, who most tenderly provided for the wants of all."
So particular was Gregory in seeing that this system of relief was effectively carried out, and so thoroughly did he consider himself responsible for the welfare of his people, that on one occasion, when a pauper was found dead in a small back room of a common lodging-house, the Pope abstained from celebrating mass for some days, sorrowing as though he were the man's actual murderer.2
John the Deacon adds:8 " There exists to this day in the most holy archives of the Lateran Palace, a very large paper volume, compiled in Gregory's times, wherein the names of all persons of either sex, of all ages and professions, both at Eome and in the suburbs, in the neighbouring towns and even in the distant cities on the coast, are set down, together with details concerning their family names, their ages, and the payments which they received." The contents of this pergrande wlumen were examined by the diligent biographer, but through fear of wearying his readers, he omits to specify them further. Nevertheless, it would have been interesting to learn
1 Greg. E$p. vii. 23.          2 Joh. Diac. Vita ii. 29.           3 Ibid. ii. 30.seu ingenio cogaris ponero rationem vel aliquam debeas molestiam sustinere."
